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Hawthorndene Kindergarten
 Years: Pre-school School population: 75 Location: Hawthorndene 

 Source: Cynthia Meredith  

 A WOW Support Pre-school

Highlights
The kindergarten has a history of community-based 
environmental initiatives.  A substantial fruit and vegetable 
garden which is supported by the parents is adjacent to 
the kindergarten.

A Waste Reduction and Recycling Policy outlining the 
practices observed at the kindergarten is circulated to all 
families.  This document is attached and was developed 
after attending a WOW Workshop.

What the school says 
about waste
On the learning outcomes from waste minimisation, Cynthia 
Meredith reports, 

‘The children are more aware of the ways 
they can be involved in helping to care for the 
environment and are encouraging their parents 
to do the same.’

The whole kindergarten community is involved in the gardenThe whole kindergarten community is involved in the garden
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Waste Systems and Learning
Waste in Curriculum
Explicit teaching about waste occurs around the theme 
‘Conservation’ with children encouraged to talk about 
recycling at home.  A special play about recycling and its 
importance to the environment was presented to parents at 
an end of term celebration. 

The children help in the fruit and vegetable garden, by 
planting, fertilising using worm compost and harvesting.  
The harvested produce is cooked and eaten as part of 
curriculum studies.

Reducing
Used tissues, food scraps and dead leaves are placed in the 
worm farm and, when this is full, in the green composting 
bin, for later use on the garden.

Reusing
All painting paper has previously been used in another 
context eg architects drawings, old calendars and printers 
off-cuts.  Newspaper is used to cover tables for messy 
play.  Drama boxes are made out of used packaging from 
medical supplies and old machines are reused for the 
children to ‘tinker’ with.  Kindergarten events are advertised 
by reusing modifi ed signs which are laminated to maintain 
durability.  Members of the local community often bring in 
unwanted items to be used again at kindergarten.  Recently 
old calendars have been made into story books for the 
children. 

Double-sided use of paper is encouraged: faxes and emails 
are printed on used paper.  Envelopes are re-labelled for 
reuse.

Recycling
A detailed explanation of the recycling practices is outlined 
in the attached policy.  Paper, cardboard and some plastic 
is recycled through Council kerbside recycle bins, printer 
and fax cartridges are recycled through ‘Go for Green’.

Fruit and vegetable scraps and garden materials are 
composted in the compost bin and worm farm. 

Getting started and 
keeping it going
All staff are keen to care for the environment and support 
recycling by accessing materials for use in children’s play 
activities eg wood, plastic yoghurt containers for paints and 
old plumbing pipes for play in the sand pit. 

Whole School Community 
Parents have supported the recycling efforts and bring 
printer, toner and fax cartridges for recycling through the 
kindy and were able to bring cardboard for recycling before 
local kerbside recycling was available at home.  Families 
also assist in caring for the fruit and vegetable garden.
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